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Warum die Konferenzen zu einer ,Israeli-Palestinian

Confederation” abgesagt wurden

von Gila Svirsky, 20 December 2011

Nachdem palastinensische Proteste eine Konferenz im Ost-
Jerusalemer ,Legacy Hotel* und in Bet Jala (Westbank) zugunsten
einer israelisch-palastinensischen Konfoderation auf der Grundlage
zweler souveréaner Staaten mit Beteiligung des Prasidenten der ,Al-
Quds University* Sari Nusseibeh, dem friiheren israelischen
Aulenminister Shlomo Ben-Ami, Uri Avnery und Ruth Dayan (der
Witwe von Moshe Dayan) am 12. und 13. Dezember 2011 verhindert
hatten, hat ein Sprecher von ,Fatah®, der grof3ten Partei im
Dachverband der PLO, am 17. Dezember in Ramallah erklart, dass
sie die Entstehung einer ,dritten Regierung“ verhindern werde. Den
Organisatoren der Konferenz hat er vorgeworfen, auf eine
.Normalisierung“ der palastinensisch-israelischen Beziehungen unter
den Bedingungen der Besatzung hinzuarbeiten.

Die in den israelischen Protestbewegungen gegen die Besatzung gut
vernetzte Gila Svirky (Jerusalem) hat nach Rucksprache mit den
Chefredakteuren der englischsprachigen Zeitschrift ,Palestine-Israel
Journal“ (P1J) Ziad AbuZayyad und Hillel Schenker einen Bericht zu
den Umstanden der Vorbereitung und der erzwungenen Absage der
Konferenz und eines Treffens zur Nachbereitung am 20. Dezember
geschrieben. Darin hebt Svirsky hervor, dass die Absage der
Frustration, der Verzweiflung und dem Extremismus angesichts der
andauernden Enteignung palastinensischer Grundstticke in den
Stadtteilen Silwan und Ras al-Amud sowie der geplanten
Hauptverkehrsader in Shu'fat — das dortige palastinensische
Flichtlingslager wiirde von Jerusalem abgeschnitten werden —
geschuldet sei.

"Explanation for Postponement of Conference"

We regret being unable to convene the Meeting which was planned
for today, December 20, 2011, focusing on the Impact of the Arab
Spring on the Palestinian Israeli Conflict. We invested a tremendous
effort in preparations, to guarantee appropriate speakers and
audience, and to promote the new issue of the Palestine Israel
Journal (P1J) devoted to The Arab Spring.
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Many of you wrote to us, or called asking what happened. And we

believe that we owe you an explanation.

On the evening of Dec. 18 someone phoned Ziad AbuZayyad and
drew his attention to a campaign on the Facebook against the
meeting accusing it of being part of normalization with the
occupation. Ziad spent more than five hours on the Facebook
sending messages and posts and responding to what was written or

posted and trying to explain the nature and importance of the event.

On Dec. 19 we were called by the Legacy Hotel and informed by its
Manager that he decided to cancel our reservation and they will not
host the Conference. Later we received a fax from the Hotel
confirming the decision of its administration. At the same time Ziad
checked with the Hotel why they canceled the meeting and urged
them to change their decision but they said that they were
threatened by telephone calls and asked not to host the meeting.
The owner said that he cares about his business and does not want

any political involvement.

Ziad met with some of those who were campaigning against the
meeting but others refused to come and meet him and continued
inciting against the meeting. The message was clear that they are
willing to continue their protest and will come to the Hotel to prevent

the convening of the meeting.

From my contacts and conversations with the protesters | can say
that the protest is not specifically against the PIJ but stems from the
overall situation in the city. There are a number of burning spots in
the city as a result of continued settlements activities and attacks by
settlers against the Palestinians mainly in Silwan and Ras el Amood.
There are increasing activities of house demolitions and the
imposing fines on "illegal building”, and recently the activation of
Shu'fat passage which excluded the whole neighborhood of Shu'fat

refugee camp from Jerusalem and as such making their access to
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their work, schools, relatives and other interests in the city subjected

to restrictions and humiliation on the passage.

There is a strong and increasing political, emotional and militant
congestion in the city against the Israeli practices accompanied by a
bitter feeling that no one cares for the sufferings of Arabs in
Jerusalem, including the PA which is also held responsible for letting

down the Palestinians of Jerusalem.

In this congestion, frustration and despair, extremism reigns and

logic disappears.

We are unhappy with this situation and will keep going on the path
that we believe in and have chosen for our selves. And we'll continue
our efforts to resolve this problem which threatens all joint activities
in Jerusalem by all of the civil society organizations. We will continue
our efforts to speak with relevant Palestinian parties to change this

situation.

But no one should ignore the suffering and frustration of the
Palestinians in Jerusalem as a result of the Israeli policy and settlers.
This policy must come to an end, settlement activities in Jerusalem
should stop, and attacks and provocations against Palestinians in the

city must be ended to help to change the general climate in the city.

We hope that this explanation will be up to your satisfaction, and

thanks for your understanding.

Ziad Abuzayyad Hillel Schenker
Co-Editor Co-Editor
,Palestine Israel Journal®

WWW.pij.or

In einem Nachwort in der ,Jerusalem Post* am 21. Dezember fragt

Gershon Baskin, langjahriger Kodirektor (gemeinsam mit Hana
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Siniora) des ,Israel Palestine Center for Research and Information®
(IPCRI) die Gegner der Konferenz nach Griinden, warum sie
Tagungen, Workshops und andere Aktivitdten gegen die Besatzung
mit Angehdrigen der israelischen Friedensszene verweigern. Er,
Baskin, habe palastinensische Freunde gefragt, die ebenfalls gegen
die Normalisierung des Verhaltnisses zu Israel unter den
gegenwartigen Bedingungen sind, warum sie sich gegen
gemeinsames Handeln aussprechen, doch bislang sei keine Antwort
bei ihm eingegangen.



