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G8 Summit Declaration
RENEWED COMMITMENT FOR FREEDOM AND
DEMOCRACY
Deauville, May 26-27, 2011
VII. PEACE AND SECURITY
…
66. We are appalled by the deaths of many peaceful protesters as a
result of the sweeping use of violence in Syria as well as by
repeated and serious violations of human rights. We call on the
Syrian leadership to immediately stop using force and intimidation
against the Syrian people and to respond to their legitimate
demands for freedom of expression and universal rights and
aspirations. We also call for the release of all political prisoners in
Syria. Only the path of dialogue and fundamental reforms will lead
to democracy, and thus to long-term security and prosperity in
Syria. Should the Syrian authorities not heed this call, we will
consider further measures. We are convinced that only by
implementing meaningful reforms will a democratic Syria be able
to play a positive role in the region.

67. We are convinced that the historic changes throughout the
region make the solution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict through
negotiations more important, not less. Aspirations of the peoples in
the region need to be heeded including that of the Palestinians for
a viable and sovereign State and that of Israelis for security and
regional integration. The time to resume the Peace Process is
now.

a. Negotiations are the only way toward a comprehensive and
lasting resolution to the conflict. The framework for these
negotiations is well known. We urge both parties to return to
substantive talks with a view to concluding a framework
agreement on all final status issues. To that effect, we express
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our strong support for the vision of Israeli-Palestinian peace
outlined by President Obama on May 19, 2011.

b. We appreciate the efforts and the progress made by the
Palestinian Authority and the leadership of President Abbas and
Prime Minister Fayyad as they are building a viable State as
recently commended by the IMF, the World Bank and the ad hoc
liaison Committee.

c. We look forward to the prospect of the second donors'
conference for Palestine in Paris, also in view of the resumption
of negotiations.

d. We call on Israel and the Palestinian Authority to abide by
existing co-operation agreements and to abstain from unilateral
measures that could hamper progress and further reforms. We
call for the easing of the situation in Gaza.

e. We demand the unconditional release of the abducted soldier
Gilad Shalit without delay.

…

69. We remain seriously concerned about the ongoing suppression
of democratic rights in Iran, especially given that Iran has
repeatedly professed support for freedom and democratic
behaviour elsewhere in the region. At the same time, we deplore
violence which has led to the loss of lives of Iranian civilians, and
we deplore interference with media, unjustified detentions and
arrests. We call on the Iranian authorities to stop repression
against their people and respect their international commitments,
including under the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights. We also call on the Iranian authorities to lift restrictions on
freedom of movement and communication of Iranian opposition
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leaders. Iran should play a constructive and responsible role in the
region.

…

74. We note with deep concern the lack of cooperation by Syria
reflected in the most recent IAEA [International Atomic Energy
Agency] report. We urge Syria to fulfil its obligations and fully
cooperate with the Agency and respond to the IAEA DirectorGeneral's requests for access and information in order to clarify all
outstanding issues. We look forward to the IAEA Board of
Governors addressing the seriousness of the issue.

75. We express our grave concern at the continued proliferation of
WMD [Weapons of Mass Destruction] delivery systems and at the
acquisition of key technologies and development of certain ballistic
missile programmes usable for weapons of mass destruction. In
particular, the Iranian and DPRK's [Democratic People's Republic
of Korea] programmes are a serious cause for concern. We
recognise the need to step up our efforts to combat the threat of
proliferation of ballistic missiles capable of delivering WMD to
international peace and security, including by promoting
multilateral arrangements and instruments, such as the Hague
Code Of Conduct and the Missile Technology Control Regime.

...

80. We remain committed to holding a conference in 2012 on a zone
free of weapons of mass destruction in the Middle East, as
endorsed by the 2010 Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty Review
Conference, with a view to creating a peaceful environment in the
region.

-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-

