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Remnick, David: The One-State Reality, in “The New
Yorker” 17.11.2014.
Der frühere Chefredakteur der Zeitschrift „The New Yorker” David
Remnick hat im Herbst 2014 zahlreiche Gespräche in Israel und in
Ost-Jerusalem geführt, so mit Staatspräsident Reuven Rivlin, Meron
Benvenisti, Sari Nusseibeh und Shimon Peres. Sein Bericht gibt die
wesentlichen Aussagen und Einschätzungen seiner
Gesprächspartner wieder:
Reuven Rivlin, dessen Vater Yosef arabische Literatur lehrte:
“… since Rivlin was elected President, in June, he has become
Israel’s most unlikely moralist. Rivlin–not a left-wing writer from Tel
Aviv, not an idealistic justice of the Supreme Court–has emerged as
the most prominent critic of racist rhetoric, jingoism, fundamentalism,
and sectarian violence, the highest-ranking advocate among Jewish
Israelis for the civil rights of the Palestinians both in Israel and in the
occupied territories. Last month, he told an academic conference in
Jerusalem, “It is time to honestly admit that Israel is sick, and it is our
duty to treat this illness.” Rivlin: “I’ve been called a ‘lying little Jews’
by my critics,”

Rivlin told the Knesset recently.” ‘Damn your name,’ ’Arab agent,’ ‘Go
be President in Gaza,’ ‘disgusting sycophant,’ ‘rotten filth,’ ‘lowest of
the low,’ ‘traitor,’ ‘President of Hezbollah.’ These are just a few of the
things that have been said to me in the wake of events I’ve attended
and speeches I’ve made. I must say that ‘I’ve been horrified by this
thuggishness that has permeated the national dialogue.”

“When one Arab member, Haneen Zoabi, was attacked in the
Knesset as a ‘traitor’ for participating in the flotilla from Turkey
protesting the Israeli blockade of Gaza, Rivlin demanded that she
and her allies be allowed to speak ‘even if what they say hurts me.’
Last year, Rivlin denounced fans of Beitar Jerusalem, the soccer
team of the city’s right wing, after they held up signs reading ‘Beitar
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Forever Pure’ to protest the signing of two Muslim players from
Chechnya. Rivlin, a Beitar supporter, said at the time, ‘I imagine the
outcry of groups in England or Germany said that Jews could not
play for them.’

“Rivlin is no doubt sincere when he says that he would give Arabs full
civil rights in a Greater Israel, but he can be viewed as the more
benign face of a right-wing one-state ideology.”

Meron Benvenisti: “Meron Benvenisti derided the terms ‘occupied
territories,’ because it assumed a temporary passage of history; it
promoted a comforting notion about ‘when peace comes.”

Zu Sari Nusseibeh: ”’The classical two-state solution is exhausted,’
he said. ‘I’d like it to be working, but I don’t see it working. The
wheels of history are grinding much faster than our ability to think or
our ability to impose our ideas on history.’” Remnick:

“When I mentioned that I had seen Meron Benvenisti the previous
evening [at the American Colony Hotel] and that he had given up a
two-state solution more than thirty years ago, Nusseibeh replied, ‘In
the eighties, Meron was already telling us that the settlements were
developing in a way that was irreversible. We thought Meron was an
Israeli agent trying to dissuade us from a Palestinian state! But then
we began to see the new geography, the infrastructure of roads and
roadblocks and checkpoints that was being built. It all became
tangible.”

Zum islamistischen Terrorismus: „My generation grew up thinking
that Muslims were tolerant. Not it’s scary, sometimes totally different,
a monster growing up all around you. Somehow it is less dangerous
for the Palestinians here. It’s safer for people here than in the Arab
world, if you take Gaza away. Under occupation, your land and your
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resources are taken, there are not rights, but we generally don’t live
in fear.”

Zu Shimon Peres: “’In the nineties, I thought our problem would be
solved before South Africa,’ Peres had told me. ‘There were
economic sanctions, but what really brought down the Afrikaners was
the sense of isolation. Suddenly, they had nowhere to go.’”

-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-

